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fco her in the guise of her nurse, Eeroe, and succeeded in exciting
her suspicions as to the truth of her lover's divinity. She
insidiously persuaded Semele to make her lover swear to do
what she desired, and then to put him to the test. Semele did
so, and then "besought Zeus to appear to her in the full majesty
of his divine form. In vain did Zeus adjure her to take back
her foolioh. request; she insisted on its fulfilment, and perished
miserahly, being burnt to ashes by the flame of Zeus, who
approached her in a flash of lightning. Her unborn child was
preserved by Zeus, who ordered Hermes to carry it to the
nymphs of JN"ysa to be brought up. A later legend makes Ino, the
sister of Semele, the foster-mother of Dionysus. The locality of
this ISTysa is somewhat uncertain, but it is generally supposed to
be a district of Mount Pangseus in Thrace.

Dionysus, after growing up amid the solitude of the forest and
strengthening himself by his contests with its wild beasts, at
length planted the vine. Both the god and his attendants soon
became intoxicated with its juice; after which, crowned with
wreaths of laurel and ivy, and accompanied by a crowd of
nymphs, satyrs, and fauns, he ranged the woods, which resounded
with the loud and joyful cries of his inspired worshippers. The
legend says that his education was then completed by Silenus,
the son of Fan. In company with his preceptor and the rest of
his train, he then set forth to spread his worship and the culti-
vation of the vine among the nations of the earth. He did not
confine himself to mere vine-planting, however, but proved a
real benefactor of mankind by founding cities, and by intro-
ducing more civilised manners and a more pleasant and sociable
mode of life among men. On such as refused his favours his
wrath fell with dreadful effect. Agave, the mother of the Theban
king Pentheus, who had refused to receive him, and the rest of
the Theban women, were driven mad by him; and in their frenzy
they mistook the king for a wild boar and tore him to pieces.